
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

  
  

   
  

 
   

   

   
  

    
   

    
   

    
  

    
   

   
    

Achieving Ambitious Food System Transformation in the  Context of USAID’s 
New Climate Strategy: A Listening Session  

Monday, November 14, 2022 
6:25–7:10 pm EET (11:25–12:10 pm EST) 

Food Systems Pavilion at COP27, Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt (and streamed online) 

Speaker Profiles  

Eva (Lini)  Wollenberg  
Subcommittee Co-Chair and  
Research Professor,  Gund Institute, University of  Vermont  
 

Eva (Lini) Wollenberg  is a Fellow  in the Gund Institute  and Associate 
Scientist of  the Alliance of  Bioversity International and CIAT, Dr. Lini  
Wollenberg  is a social scientist and natural  resource management specialist  
concerned with rural livelihoods and the environment.  She led the research 
program on Low Emissions Agricultural Development  for  the CGIAR  
Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
(CCAFS) from  2009 to 2021. Prior  to joining CCAFS, Lini worked with the  
Ford Foundation and Center for International Forestry Research. Lini lived 
and worked in SE Asia for  13 years. She received her  PhD from University 
of California, Berkeley.  

Dina Esposito 
Acting Assistant to the Administrator for the Bureau of Resilience and 
Food Security (RFS) at USAID, Feed the Future Deputy Coordinator 
for Development, and USAID Global Food Crisis Coordinator 
Dina Esposito serves as Acting Assistant to the Administrator for the 
Bureau of Resilience and Food Security (RFS) at USAID, Feed the Future 
Deputy Coordinator for Development, and the Agency’s Global Food 
Crisis Coordinator. Most recently, Dina served five years at Mercy Corps 
(MC), a global organization focused on helping build more resilient, 
inclusive communities in some of the most fragile contexts in the world 
through development, humanitarian response and peacebuilding programs.  
She served there as Vice for Technical Leadership, guiding a team of 
subject matter experts who provide strategy, program design and technical 

support for Mercy Corps’ global vision and for country teams in more than 40 countries. Before joining 
Mercy Corps, Dina was the Director of USAID’s Office of Food for Peace, (now part of the Bureau for 
Humanitarian Assistance), where she oversaw for 6 years the Agency’s then $2.8 billion relief and 
development food assistance portfolio. Throughout her career, Dina has focused on the challenges of 
delivering relief and development assistance in fragile and conflict-affected states and worked to advance 
collective action and multi-disciplinary solutions to complex challenges. She began her career as a 
Presidential Management Fellow and Refugee Officer at the U.S. State Department (Bureau for 
Population, Refugees, and Migration); and as an officer in the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
and the Office of Transition Initiatives. Dina holds a Master’s degree from Johns Hopkins University, 
School for Advanced International Studies and a Bachelor’s degree from Williams College. 

https://foodsystemspavilion.com/


 
 

 
  

  

  
   

   
   

  
   

    

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 
 

 
  

   
   

  
 

 
   

 

  
  

 

    
   

  
    

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ishmael Sunga 
Subcommittee Member and 
Chief Executive Officer, Southern African Confederation of 
Agricultural Unions (SACAU) 
Ishmael Sunga is the Chief Executive Officer of The Southern African 
Confederation of Agricultural Unions (SACAU), based in South Africa. 
SACAU is a farmers’ organization representing the common interests of 
farmers in 12 countries in southern Africa. In his role of CEO, Ishmael has 
spearheaded the organization’s work in relation to digital solutions; 
climate change; the development of a new generation of farmers and 
farmers’ organizations; multi-stakeholder platforms; systems thinking; and 
the governance of value chains. His wide-ranging experience and thought 
leadership has seen him serving a range of organizations, including the 
United Nations Food Systems Summit, the World Economic Forum, 
African Union/NEPAD, AGRA, Montpellier Malabo Panel of Experts, 

Food and Land Use Coalition (FOLU), CGIAR Research Program on Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security (CCAFS), Generation Africa and the Commission on Sustainable Agriculture 
Intensification. Ishmael holds a BSc (Economics) from the University of Zimbabwe and an MSc 
(Strategic Management) from the University of Derby, UK, with more than 30 years' experience in the 
development sector, including development research, international development assistance and 
development consultancy. 

Tyrone Hall 
Behavior Change Communications Author, Tetra Tech 
Tyrone Hall is a climate change specialist with over a decade of in-
country research, intergovernmental and industry experience across the 
Americas, Sub-Saharan Africa, India and the Pacific region. Tyrone has 
an exceptional record of harnessing diverse institutional voices, directly 
strengthening and boosting outcomes aligned with core priorities: from 
social enterprises and regional institutions to global partnerships at the 
forefront of multilateral processes. His climate policy and communication 
competence is grounded in award-winning doctoral research. He earned 
both Vanier and Ontario Trillium Awards, the two most prestigious in 
Canada, for his doctoral work. Tyrone earned a doctorate in 

Communication with a specialization in sustainability policy and politics from York University. His 
research examined campaign and negotiation processes in relation to the landmark Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change, alongside communication processes in 17 indigenous and traditional villages across 
Belize, Fiji, and India. He earned a Masters in International Development from Clark University and a 
Ph.D. in Communications and Culture (Sustainability Politics and Policy) from York University. He is 
passionate about and previously taught advanced level university courses on climate and food politics and 
supported the deployment of tech for rural economic development in Africa and Latin America. 



 
   

 
 

  
     

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

Richard Choularton 
Vice President of Operations, Tetra Tech 
Richard Choularton is the Vice President of Operations at Tetra Tech, a global 
science, engineering, and international development consulting firm with over 
22,000 associates. Richard currently serves as the Chief of Party of USAID’s 
Climate Adaptation Support Activity. He is the former Chief of the World 
Food Programme’s Climate and Disaster Risk Reduction Unit, where he led 
WFP’s support to the UNFCCC process focusing on loss and damage and 
adaptation.  Richard has served in a number of operational disaster 
management, climate change policy, early warning, and disaster risk reduction 
roles. He is a Ph.D. Candidate in Risk and Safety at Lund University, and 
holds a Masters of Science in Risk, Crisis, and Disaster Management from the 
University of Leicester and a Post Graduate Diploma in Spanish Language 
from the University of Havana. 




